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Welcome all New Subscribers!
A Trip in Time

Having been one of the chosen few to
have been born and raised in the
Commonwealth of Virginia, where this
United States thing began, | have lived
among the history that this nation was
founded on.

Where I Come From.....

The history that abides here is the
oldest in our nation. From Jamestown,
Williamsburg and Washington, D.C.
(just up the road a bit), it has been the
seed from which this nation grew.

As | traveled to Monticello the other day
| was thinking that you might enjoy an
extended tour of this great state, it's
history and also some first class
woodworking along the way.

| hope that in my limited ‘written word’
capacity | can take you on the journey
with me and show you what has been
my life and inspiration to do what it is |
do. | feel privileged to have been
afforded the pleasure of restoring
antiques of providence and stature from
our forefathers. | have share a kindred
spirit with them having separated a joint
made 250 years ago and appreciating
that the last eye that saw it and the last
hand that touched it lived in a world far
removed from the one | know today.
While | do not believe in reincarnation,
my personal association with those who
came before me is bone chilling. | often
find myself knowing how to do
something that | really had no idea of
how to do. One of these days I'll tell you
about Seth.

To sum this all up, my love for the
jointers of yesteryear is my greatest
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love, those who know me well
understand this. My passion for
woodworking and the magical
transformation of raw wood into a thing
of not only beauty but of reverence.
Like you, | respect the skill and love of
the process that this transformation
gives each of us.

So.... beginning this month | will write a
column in the monthly newsletter which
takes a look at our nation’s history and
the furniture and architecture of the
‘masters’ of old, how they did it as well
as a look at life back then.

A Visit to Monticello
Part 1

Monticello....home of Thomas Jefferson
is located just outside of Charlottesville,
VA and about a 90-minute drive from
my workshop. Now, | am at somewhat
of a disadvantage as you are not
allowed to take photographs inside the
home so | must rely on what | can find
on the internet to show you the
furniture.
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Thomas Jefferson, in my personal
opinion, was the most influential
individual in our nation. Without
question, our nation was founded by
men who must have been “divinely”
inspired. | do not believe that a human
could have been as intelligent and
prophetic in the development of a
people as this man was without a divine
sensitivity and intervention. Even today
his voice resounds heeding warning to
us all. Thomas Jefferson believed that
“WE THE PEOPLE” should control this
nation and that we had the right and
ability to determine our own destiny. He
believed that big government was not
what we needed. Thomas Jefferson as
well as the other founding fathers laid
their lives and family’s lives on the line
for you and me.

Now....with all that said, let’s get to the
getting. We start the journey with
Jefferson’s seed press, a unique but
simplistic piece of furniture to build. The
original is made of walnut, mahogany
and white pine. It had no top but rather

a ‘well’. 1 do not believe this was the
original design. Although it is not
recorded, | believe this piece was

crafted by John Hemmings, born at
Monticello in 1776, an enslaved African-
American who became an accomplished
joiner.

| am often inspired by the beauty and
talent of the slave joiners of the
Southern states who were in many
cases, trained by ‘white’ joiners of
recognition. They were responsible for
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many of our treasured pieces of the
past, lest any recognition be afforded,
John Hemmings was no exception. He
was responsible for much furniture and
interior woodwork both at Monticello
and Poplar Forest, Jefferson’s second
home near Lynchburg, VA. He was
freed at the time of Jefferson’s death by
Jefferson’s written Will. Hemmings was
a free man for only six years until his
death in 1883.. During his free years
he remained at Monticello, the only life
he knew.

Thomas Jefferson was not a fan of
slavery but owned 607 slaves over the
course of his lifetime. He wrestled with
the question of slavery and toward the
end of his life he decided that it would
be up to a new generation to deal with
the issue. He once wrote, “Slavery is
like holding a wolf by the ear, we can
neither hold him or safely let him go,
justice is in the one scale and self
preservation in the other.”

Life on a plantation was not as one
often thinks, it was not “Gone With the
Wind” luxury. Consider this, all
woodworking processes were done by
hand and very labor intensive and so
the seed press would have been just as
labor intensive. Let’s think about that
for a moment, how might it have been
different from today. First, the tree
would have to be felled to provide the
lumber, then the log would be pit sawn
into boards. Next would be stacking
and ricking it up to dry and once dry,
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hand planing it to a consistent

thickness.

The seed press is
made with a mitered
face frame. This is

pretty unique as
most were made
using a typical

mortise and tenon
with straight joints.
These, while mitered
are certainly mortise

and tenon joints,
surprisingly, they are
not pegged, highly unusual as pegging
mortise and tenons was the way things
were made at that time. Even the
rafters of Monticello are pegged, mortise
and tenon joints. Just goes to show you
how strong this joint is.

| mentioned earlier that | did not think
that the seed press was originally
topless. My reasoning is that Jefferson
used the press to store seeds. One of

many interests Jefferson enjoyed
gardening and he frequently
experimented with new varieties. His
favorite food was peas and he grew
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numerous varieties and he brought
many seeds from his travels abroad.
The seeds were valuable to him, thus
the locking door with what appears to
be a holly inlay. We also have a nicely
beaded face frame and doors (the left
door has been replaced) and being
made of walnut and mahogany it
obviously was maintained in a
prominent place within the house. |just
don’t think the open top would have
been desirable, but it is how the piece
has always been known.

As | build the seed press in the coming
weeks | will be blogging the build as |
go on my daily blog. This piece will not
be super difficult but there are a lot of
details. | plan to make a few changes
in my version. | will be adding a lift off
top and adjustable shelves and | am
going to use walnut and poplar. Other
than the overall dimensions, there has
not been much published on this piece
so these will be the first, based on my
own personal inspection. In today’s
world, this piece offers many uses,
same as it would have in Thomas
Jefferson’s world.

The case has a lot of Shaker
characteristics with the exception to the
ornamental beading but rather than
having a Shaker influence this would
have been an influence on the Shaker
style.

While a lot of media displays the
plantation furnishings as quite
elaborate, most, in reality, were of this
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nature. At Monticello you see a lot of
mahogany and walnut, the doors inside
the house are made of pine and grain
painted to look like crotch mahogany.

Monticello is a treasure of history and
Mr. Jefferson certainly left his mark. In
addition to being the 3™ president
serving two terms, the author of the
Declaration of Independence and the
Father of the University of Virginia, we
know of 19,000 letters and 65,000
documents he wrote, that's a lot of
stick’n the quill in the ink well. He was
fascinated with machinery and spent
many hours tweeking those that others
invented. He is also one of the most
“‘quoted” men of all time.

The accomplishments and impact
Thomas Jefferson had are
immeasurable. A trip to Monticello will
certainly be worth your time. Next
month we will look at another piece of
Mr. Jefferson’s and another project that
carries a wonderful American History
lesson.

My World

I's been busy to say the least but that’s
nothing new and | like it that way.

Finally got most of my running around
done and settling in to do some
projects. At the moment I'm doing ten
chairs of bubinga and getting ready to
start working on the Thomas Jefferson
Seed Press. As earlier mentioned |


http://intheworkshop.wordpress.com/
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visited Monticello yesterday but videos
and still photos are not allowed inside
the house but | got enough on-line as
well as personal inspection to do the
piece faithfully. Lots of things standing
in line right now and their all going to be
fun. Seems that Journaling the
projects on a daily basis with pictures
and text is working well so we will
continue to do that on new projects.

On the way to Charlottesville yesterday
| had a lot of time to think. Thought it
might be nice to visit various places of
historical interest and select pieces to
build, pieces with providence and here
in Virginia, we've got a lot of that.
Jamestown, Williamsburg, Mt. Vernon,
Montpelier, Ash Lawn, Belle Grove, the
list goes on and on, might be
interesting.

My thought process was one that would
allow me to take you on the journey
and then choose a piece that was built
by the old masters. Pitched the idea to
a couple of magazines, not heard back,
but irrespective I’'m wanting to do it.

I’m thinking I'll follow Monticello and a
couple of pieces from there, like the
seed press | mentioned earlier and
there is a fantastic lap desk that would
make a great project as well with a trip
to Mt. Vernon in Alexandria and see
what we can find and bring you along
with me.
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My Daily Blog

This past month | haven’t had a chance
to build a lot so the blog got a little quiet,
home for a while now so we’ll get rolling
with some project blogs this month.
Stay tuned. Click Here to go to my blog.

The Finish Line

Urethane Gel Finishes

| like using shellac, makes a nice finish
especially for articles not subject to a lot
of use....but, it does lack the chemical
and water resistance of that most
modern day finishes provide.

A super nice and relatively easy finish is
to top the shellac with a urethane gel
top coat.
You get the
build and
fast-dry of
shellac and
t h e
protection of
a urethane.

WRTIE

Gel Seain

Gels go on super thin and it is a good
idea to scuff sand before applying to
provide a good mechanical bond to the
shellac. Now, having said that, you
don’t want a heavy scratch because that
can be kind of hard to fill with the thin
top coat. Scuff sand with 800 grit will
yield enough of a bond scratch and it
will fill easily.
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Try this....

Apply 2 or 3 coats of 2 Ib. Cut shellac,
let it dry and give it a good scuffing
between coats with some 320 grit.
After your final coat of shellac, scuff
sand it smooth with some 600 or 800
grit sand paper and then apply a couple
of coats of gel top coat, Bartley and
General Finishes both make excellent
urethane gel top coats. You will have a
durable and long lasting finish.

For those of you who like to rub and
wax shellac....try the gel, wax adds little
to no protection, the urethane
dramatically reinforces the durability of
the shellac as well as it doesn’t require
periodic new applications like wax
does.

Craftsman Profile
David Yoho

| met David on line, we had a mutual
friend in Michael Dresdner and we
communicated.
David came to
the shop, now
numerous times
and we have

become good
friends.
David is quite

active on the
Wood Central
forum and is quite an accomplished
woodworker an
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In His Own Words....

My wife, Sherri and | live in
Mechanicsville, VA, located in beautiful
and historic Hanover County. We have
been ‘empty nesters’ since our older son
went on his own and our younger son is
working on soon finishing his degree at
college. Sherri has been very
supportive of all the time I've spent
working at this craft. Without her

encouraging words, | think there were
some times | might have given up and
headed in a different direction to fulfill
my need to ‘tinker.’

My story really begins during my
childhood watching my West Virginia
born dad do all the things he did around
our home. My dad grew up on a small
farm in Parkersburg, WV. These
weren’t big time cash-wielding farmers
but folks trying to grow enough to get
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by on. When something around the
farm broke, they didn’t run to town for a
part or a mechanic, they had the
timeless ability to “tinker” and fix stuff
and make stuff. They were very
proficient with tools and self sufficient.
My father was a lineman and
troubleshooter for the local power
company. He could wire
anything....build anything....cobble-up
anything and fix anything that came
along. | guess my desire to “tinker”
began in those days of my youth and it
has been burning in my gut since.

Although my need to tinker was
indulged as a first-time homeowner, |
knew | hadn’t found the direction | really
wanted to pursue. | knew | enjoyed

using power tools, the only hand tools
| was familiar with were those of
electricians and mechanics. It's taken
me until recent times to acquaint myself
with the usefulness and pleasure when
using a nice cabinet scraper, plane or
chisel.
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Then came the day | knew what |
wanted to do. | remember watching the
premier show of The New Yankee
Workshop and thinking to myself, “Hey,
| can do that!” As | followed the series,
| found someone showing me how and
removing the mysteries of building
furniture and cabinetry. | started
building things for our home and some
friends here and there. It didn’t take
long for word-of-mouth to bring work my
way. | was eager to be busy doing
something | loved doing. From that
early time to today, I've stayed steadily
busy building or repairing stuff in my
shop for people. | feel extremely
blessed to be able to get my “tinker” fix
on such a regular basis.

I’m 56 years old and only a few months
short of completing my 30" year with my
full-time employer. Right now, with the
economy like it is, I'm afraid it will have
a bigger say in when | can actually walk
away from my job. However, my goal is
to have the time soon to pursue my
woodworking on a full-time basis. It's
been twenty-some years now that I've
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been at this thing and I'm constantly
learning and growing as a craftsman.
My main love is building fine furniture
influenced by period-style furniture.
I've been very fortunate to have met
and become friends with several
renowned craftsmen in the
woodworking filed. People like Charles
Neil, Michael Dresdner and Ellis
Walentine have played an important
role in my advancement by the way
they remove the mysteries of the craft.
Thanks to Ellis and his patient
guidance I've been working in my spare
time as the editor of WoodCentral's
Shop Shots department. This effort
has allowed me to use electrons to
tinker in a different way and
supplement my passion of computers.
If you would like to have a look around
my personal woodworking web site and
see examples of my work, then stop on
by (Click Here) and stay as long as you
like!

The Tool Crib

Jet - Combo Jointer/Planer
Model #JJP-10BTOS

| had the opportunity to do a
demo and give the Jet Combo
10" Jointer/Planer a run for the
money. It performed better
than | expected.

It arrived and | set out to put it
together, went together easily,
made a few runs with it and |
liked what | saw. | liked the
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size, height, safety features and it
seems well powered. It has straight
knives and did a pretty nice job on some
curly cherry and tiger maple.

| was a little worried about the short in-
feed/out-feed but all worked well. When
using the jointer for a fairly long board,
| set up a roller stand on the out-feed
side to help support the piece as |
pushed it across.

| also worry about ‘combo’ tools, the
accuracy being maintained when
switching back and forth but this piece
of equipment did well.

The dust collection is sized for a shop
vac but comes with an adapter for a 4"
dust collector hose.

| worked with the machine for a couple
of days, testing this and testing that, the
planer did as well as any lunch box
planer and by taking light passes | got
little to no chip out on the high figured
woods.

| really liked having
that wide bed on
the jointer as well.

Nice piece for a
compact shop and |
feel very
comfortable in
recommending this
piece of equipment
to you.


http://www.woodcentral.com/shots/shots.shtml
http://www.woodcentral.com/shots/shots.shtml
http://home.comcast.net/~davidyoh/woodwork.htm
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For the price and the work it is meant to
do (isn't meant to be an industrial
strength piece of equipment) | think
you'll like it.

Just a note, Woodcraft has a sale May 15" &
16" only offering 20% off ANY Jet/Powermatic
Tools & Equipment.

Wixey Angle Gauge

This is a really
neat gauge and a
great toy for your
workshop. Ithas a

magnet that
attaches to the
blade and you

know exactly what
angle you are set on....it's that simple.
Sure makes setting angles a breeze.

Available at Woodcraft item #147281.
Ze-Rust

Here’s a product I'm really glad to see
show up on the market. It's been
around the industrial market for a while
and works well.

This is a tool box liner that emits a
vapor that protects metal from rusting.
It is a non-slip
drawer liner and
I’'m using it in
my router bit
tool box and got
one for my big
tool box as well
where | store my
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planes and scrapers and a little bit of
everything else.

They also have
available little
blocks that also
emit the rust
inhibitors and they
are nice for drawer
storage or cases, |
put one in my
carving chisel chest.

Works well and is especially good for
storing tools that are not frequently
used, again, it will protect any metal.

Available at Woodcraft.

Mortise & Tenons - Pegged

Square Peg - Round Hole

Well, sorta... | have written about this
more times than | can count but it just is
the best way to join wood and having
been able to get some photos of the
joint used at Monticello, including the
structure of the house which has stood
for hundreds of years and remains. All
are pegged mortise and tenons. In the
seed press, the house, all the furniture,
mortise and tenons and dove tails.

In today’s woodworking there are
numerous methods and forms of the
mortise and tenon. Biscuits, loose
tenons, dowels and so forth. John
Hemmings didn’t have these in his day,
he had some hide glue and that was


http://www.woodcraft.com
http://www.woodcraft.com
http://www.woodcraft.com
http://www.woodcraft.com/product.aspx?ProductID=147281&FamilyID=5894
http://www.woodcraft.com/family.aspx?familyid=21193
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about it....oh, and some nails. The
nails used in the seed press were
wrought nails, not cut. This dates the
piece quite early to Monticello.

John and all the carpenters and joiners
of the time used hand cut dove tails
and pegged mortise and tenons. The
peg used on furniture was usually
square at the top and rounded
somewhat where it went into the hole.
The square end filled the hole and was
more decorative.

In construction, like the rafters, the
pegs were usually more rounded and
much larger of course. You will note in
the rafters that the peg had to be hewn
to fit tight, usually lightly tapered to pull
everything together nicely and all done
by hand. Hand saws, chisels, brace
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and bit drills or T-shaped twist drills,
trees felled, hewn to size where it
mattered and the joint chiseled and
fitted. Monticello went through many
changes and additions. It was a work in
progress for about 40 years. All the
labor and time required to hew out the
materials and cut and chop all those
mortise and tenons and of course, pegs,
took just as long if not longer back then
and the average work week was from
sun up to sun down six days a week.
For many slaves it was seven days a
week. Thomas Jefferson was far better
to his slaves than most.

The pegged mortise and tenon was the
‘name of the game’. Wonder what one
of those guys would think if he saw a
pre-cut wall stud and an air nailer! To
be honest, | doubt he would be
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impressed. | feel sure he would think it
inferior and of course he would be
correct and | would surmise a biscuit or
loose tenon and glue only would raise
an eyebrow as well. The way they did
them was much more antiquated but
certainly effective and as long as the
wood was protected from insects and
rot, the structure remains.

| have no issue with biscuits and loose
tenons or even a dowel or three,
modern glues are a God send and
prove to be as strong as the wood.

But....when you absolutely positively
want to be sure it will go hundreds of
years into the future, well...you know
what ya need ta do!

The Weather Report

Rain, Rain and more Rain. Finally got
my garden in the ground and it’s rained
almost every day for a week or more,
we need some sun now.

It's been on the cool
side as well, looking
forward to summer.
| like working wood
when it's warm.
Glue dries fast as
well as finishes.

With high humidity in the summer, be
sure to build a little tighter so when the
humidity drops, it will loose up, get it
too loose in the summer, it will be
sloppy come winter. Build it tight in the
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winter and you get a stuck drawer come
summer.

So....remember to build tight in the
summer, loose in the winter...just how it
works.

On-Line Project Videos
A Bucket for EImer

If you haven’t checked it
out yet, we have the
full, Hancock Shaker
Clock video available on
our web site under
project videos and we
also did a video on
Coopering a Bucket, it's
available as well. A
fellow woodworker,
Elmer Glassing had

emailed and said he was having a hard

time finding much about coopering a

bucket so we did a few....like five. Had

a good time making

them and got to

experiment with a

router bit that | had

heard of but never

used, a canoe bit.

Click to check out the

Projects.

Canoe Bits available at Eagle America.
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